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Two-year planner: the Research Study Report
Plan fifth and sixth year for the new Research Study Report. The specification sets the brief in term two of fifth year and the report to the SEC in sixth year. The SEC has not yet set the dates within them, so leave those open and fill them in when it does.
Your class
	Class
	



	Teacher(s)
	



	Number of students
	



	Fifth year starts
	



	The brief issued (the date, when the SEC sets it)
	



	The report submitted to the SEC (the date, when the SEC sets it)
	





What the specification sets
There are two assessment components: a written examination and an additional assessment component comprising a Research Study Report. The Research Study Report is worth 40%, on a common brief; the written examination 60%, at higher and ordinary level.
Each component will be set and examined by the State Examinations Commission (SEC).
Students will develop a piece of individual historical research in response to a common brief.
It is intended that the research study will take approximately 20 hours over the course of this time.
The brief for the Research Study Report will be issued in term two of fifth year and a final report in response to the brief will be submitted to the SEC in sixth year.
The students are expected to retain evidence of their research process (drafts, notes, etc.) as they develop their research study report.
Source: Curriculum specification for Leaving Certificate History (for introduction to schools in September 2027), pages 23 and 24.
Levels: the SEC's general statement for common briefs, in its FAQ on the Tranche 2 sample briefs (Q16), is that it makes arrangements to issue marks at Higher or Ordinary level, depending on the level at which the candidate goes on to sit the written examination. Still to be confirmed for History.
Still to come (checked 26 October 2026)
The NCCA's Guidelines to Support the Research Study Report: the separate document the specification names, which gives guidance on a range of matters related to the organisation, implementation and oversight of the AAC.
The SEC's brief, and any sample brief, for the new report. The SEC's roll-out table gives September 2027 for a sample AAC brief for Tranche 3, History's tranche, and June 2029 for its first final written examination.
Examples of student work for the new report.
Until the guidelines and the brief are published, nothing sets stages, a word count, an image limit, a format, a mark allocation or dates for the report. Fill in this planner's open dates when the SEC sets them, and check every line against the guidelines and the brief.
The research process, as the specification describes it
	The specification's words, in its order
	When your class does it (your plan)

	Conceptualise their ideas in response to a brief
	


	Consider and develop their research question
	


	Establish the historical importance of their topic
	


	Identify and collate their sources
	


	Consider historical context
	


	Triangulate their sources to build an evidence-based picture of their historical inquiry
	


	Synthesise and communicate their ideas
	


	Reflect on the process
	




This is the specification's description of the research process, not a set of stages, and it gives no time for any part of it. Historical inquiry is an iterative process: each phase should be revisited as necessary across the process of inquiry.
Fifth year
	Term
	Strand 1 work, and the research study once the brief is issued
	Check-ins: whose work, and what you saw
	Dates (open until the SEC sets them)

	Term one
	




	




	





	Term two: the brief is issued
	




	




	





	Term three
	




	




	







Teachers are free to engage with the strands in any order; the skills and conceptual understanding set out in Strand 1 will be developed through engagement with the learning across the rest of the specification. The SEC's rules: all coursework will commence with the issuing of the subject brief, so any inquiry before the brief is practice. A practice inquiry in term one is our suggestion, and so is having the class read History's sample AAC brief when the SEC publishes it (its roll-out table gives September 2027) and letting the practice inquiry respond to it; the live brief still sets the requirements. Also our suggestion: agree one citation convention as a department in fifth year, so students apply it consistently. Once the brief is issued, the SEC's rules expect coursework to be done in class under the class teacher's supervision, with only limited activities outside class, under the teacher's oversight.
Sixth year
	Term
	The research study and the report
	Check-ins: whose work, and what you saw
	Dates (open until the SEC sets them)

	Term one
	




	




	





	Term two
	




	




	





	Term three
	




	




	







The check-ins are our suggestion. The SEC's rules: regular, comprehensive engagement with each candidate's coursework as it develops is what enables teachers to authenticate it confidently and legitimately.
To submission
	Step
	Date
	Notes

	Every student has a copy of the brief and is aware of the coursework procedures and conditions set out in it
	

	


	Students reminded of the authentication process and the submission procedures
	

	


	Each student hands over the final report and signs the Authentication Form P.2; you and the principal sign it
	

	


	The school submits the reports to the SEC, as the SEC sets out for the year
	

	




Source: Curriculum specification for Leaving Certificate History, pages 12, 14 and 24; SEC, Coursework Rules & Procedures 2025-2026, sections 6, 10 and 15; SEC, Roll-out of new/revised subject specifications in Senior Cycle (web page, 26 October 2026).
Coding Ireland · LC History Research Study toolkit · Adapt it freely for your class.
image1.png
77/ CODING
’i// IRELAND




image2.png








