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Class planner: the Applied Geography Project
Plan the project hours from the brief's release, stage by stage. The NCCA guidelines envisage up to 20 hours across seven stages, which need not run in one continuous block, and schools have a high degree of autonomy in planning and organising the completion of the project. The SEC sets the completion date and includes it in the brief, so leave the dates open until your brief is released.
Your class
	Class
	



	Teacher(s)
	



	Number of students
	



	Brief (year and theme), when it is released
	



	Completion date, from the brief
	



	Check-in dates with each student
	





The facts
Leaving Certificate Geography has two assessment components: the Applied Geography Project, weighting 40%, on a common brief, and the written examination, weighting 60%, at Higher and Ordinary levels. The project is assessed at the level at which the student sits the final written examination.
“A brief for the Applied Geography Project will be published annually by the State Examinations Commission (SEC) in term 2 of year 1.” The SEC's FAQ: live briefs for Tranche 2 subjects are expected to be issued by Quarter 1 2027, for candidates preparing for Leaving Certificate 2028.
The completion date: “This date will be set by the SEC and communicated to schools and will also be included in the brief that issues in Term 2 of Year 1 of the course.”
“Assessment of the Applied Geography Project is based solely on the students' individual Applied Geography Project Report.” The inquiry log is a personal document, and it is not submitted to the SEC.
Source: NCCA, Guidelines to support the Applied Geography Project (December 2025), pages 1, 3, 4 and 10; SEC, Publication of Tranche 2 Sample (AAC) Briefs, Frequently Asked Questions, Q14.
Before the brief
The guidelines: “By the time the students begin their Applied Geography Project, they should have had opportunities to encounter and participate in a variety of geographical inquiries, through learning both in and beyond the classroom, including when conducting fieldwork.” The SEC's FAQ says its sample materials offer all candidates the opportunity to try a sample AAC. Practice inquiries before the brief, and when to run them, are our suggestion. So is keeping the practice run short: Stages 1 to 3 as a class, over about four to six class periods, is enough, since the project itself takes up to 20 hours. The SEC's rules: “All coursework will commence with the issuing of the subject brief.” The project starts from the live brief, and nothing from the practice run goes into the live report.
	Practice inquiries, including fieldwork, before the brief: what and when
	





	A practice run on the SEC's sample brief: which stages, and when
	




	When each student starts an inquiry log
	





When the brief is released
☐  Read the brief for its theme and any requirement it sets.
☐  Note the completion date, and write it at the top of this planner.
☐  Note the instructions for the report: “the word count, number of images permissible, the required structure and section headings, file size, etc.”
☐  Note how the SEC's authentication guidance applies to the project: “Information as to how this applies in the case of the Applied Geography Project will be provided in the brief, and also in other documentation which may be issued by the SEC.”
☐  Identify the Leaving Certificate Geography learning outcomes that relate to the theme, and plan the learning you will integrate in class.
Source: NCCA, Guidelines to support the Applied Geography Project (December 2025), pages 4 and 10.
The seven stages
	Stage
	The guidelines' indicative time
	When (weeks or dates)
	Check-in with you

	Stage 1: Considering the brief
	Up to 1 hour
	


	



	Stage 2: Formulating the inquiry question
	3-4 hours
	


	



	Stage 3: Considering evidence collection
	Between 2-3 hours
	


	



	Stage 4: Collecting evidence
	Between 6-8 hours
	


	



	Stage 5: Analysing and communicating
	Between 2-3 hours
	


	



	Stage 6: Evaluating evidence and reflecting on findings
	Between 1-2 hours
	


	



	Stage 7: Finalising the Applied Geography Project Report
	Up to 1 hour
	


	





The time needed for each stage will depend on the nature of the brief in any given year and the approach chosen by the student. Two check-ins are the guidelines': during Stage 2, “teachers should review students' inquiry log relating to stage 2”, and in Stage 3, “Students must consult with their teacher around the manageability, feasibility, adaptability, flexibility, viability of the approach chosen before beginning to gather their geographical evidence.” Any other check-in is our suggestion. Our suggestion too: each student starts a report draft in class at Stage 2 and adds to it at each stage, so Stage 7 (up to 1 hour) is for finalising it; the SEC's rules expect coursework to be carried out under the supervision of the class teacher, in the classroom, and say candidates should be encouraged to keep drafts. With 40-minute periods, up to 20 hours is about 30 class periods.
Source: NCCA, Guidelines to support the Applied Geography Project (December 2025), pages 3 to 9; SEC, Coursework Rules & Procedures 2025-2026, Appendix 2.
To the completion date
	Step
	Date
	Notes

	Each student's Stage 2 inquiry log reviewed by you
	

	


	Each student consults you about their approach before gathering any evidence (Stage 3)
	

	


	Any fieldwork, or work outside school hours or beyond school grounds, arranged under your school's own policies, with all necessary permissions
	

	


	Each student's evidence seen as it is collected (Stage 4)
	

	


	Each student's analysis seen (Stage 5)
	

	


	Each report checked by its student against all requirements of the brief (Stage 7)
	

	


	Each student submits the digital report to you by the completion date
	

	


	Each student signs the Authentication Form P.2 when handing over the work; you and the principal sign it
	

	


	The school authority submits the reports, as the SEC's circular for the year sets out
	

	




Feedback should be general and nondirective. Teachers should not provide any excessive or inappropriate support to students, such as editing draft work or providing model text or answers to be used in the students' evidence of learning.
Source: NCCA, Guidelines to support the Applied Geography Project (December 2025), pages 6, 7, 9 and 13; SEC, Coursework Rules & Procedures 2025-2026, sections 15 and 17.
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