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Class planner: the Business Alive Investigative Study
Start with the completion date, then plan the hours back from it. The NCCA guidelines envisage up to 20 hours across six stages and the compilation of the final report. Students may begin their work during class time and continue working on it outside of the classroom setting, as is normal practice. The SEC's rules add: "It is expected that coursework will be carried out under the supervision of the class teacher, in the classroom as part of teaching and learning."
Your class
	Class
	



	Teacher(s)
	



	Brief (year and theme)
	



	Number of students
	



	Completion date: reports carried out and submitted to you by
	



	Check-in dates with each student
	





This year's facts (the 2027 brief)
The Business Alive Investigative Study is worth 200 marks, which is 40% of the overall marks for Leaving Certificate Business. The remaining 300 marks (60%) are for the final written examination.
The 2027 topic: "You are required to investigate how a work practice that uses digital technology is impacting either employers or employees. Support your investigation with appropriate primary and/or secondary data."
The coursework must be carried out and submitted to the class teacher by Friday 12 March 2027, and will then be submitted to the SEC.
The report is the only document students submit to the SEC. They do not submit their investigative folder or their project plan.
Source: SEC, Leaving Certificate Examination 2027, Business, Business Alive Investigative Study (the 2027 brief), pages 2, 5 and 6; SEC, Schedule of Examination and Completion Dates 2026/2027; NCCA, Guidelines to support the Completion of the Business Alive Investigative Study (November 2024), pages 6 and 8.
The stages
	Stage
	The guidelines' indicative time
	When (weeks or dates)
	Check-in with you

	Stage 1: Getting Started
	2-3 hours
	


	



	Stage 2: Developing a question to research
	Between 1-2 hours
	


	



	Stage 3: Developing a project plan
	Between 1-2 hours
	


	



	Stage 4: Identifying sources and gathering information and data
	Stages 4 and 5 combined: between 6-8 hours
	


	



	Stage 5: Analysis and evaluation
	Combined with Stage 4
	


	



	Stage 6: Applying learning and drawing conclusions
	Between 1-2 hours
	


	



	Compilation of the final report
	2-3 hours
	


	





The length of time needed to complete each stage will depend on the nature of the brief in any given year, and ongoing monitoring of the process and reflection is a key aspect across the stages. The check-ins are our suggestion: the guidelines call sharing the project plan, and sharing the analysis, important steps in the ongoing authentication process, and say the teacher can ask for work to be shared at regular intervals.
To the completion date
Our suggestion: before you fill in the weeks, block out your school's mock examinations and the completion dates of your students' other subjects, then keep a week in hand before the completion date, because schools cannot extend it. In the SEC's 2026/2027 schedule, Biology and the LCVP Link Modules portfolio are due on Friday 26 February 2027, and Engineering and Climate Action and Sustainable Development on Friday 12 March 2027, the same day as this study.
Source: SEC, Schedule of Examination and Completion Dates 2026/2027, page 1; SEC, Coursework Rules & Procedures 2025-2026, pages 16 and 17 (some candidates may have a number of assessment events at the same time or close together) and Appendix 2, page 36.
	Step
	Date
	Notes

	Each student's research question discussed with you (Stage 2)
	

	


	Each student's project plan shared with you (Stage 3)
	

	


	Each student's research shared with you (Stage 4)
	

	


	Each student's analysis shared with you (Stage 5)
	

	


	Reports compiled. Teachers should not engage in corrections of the report for redrafting by the student.
	

	


	Each student converts the report to PDF, prints it and proof-reads it
	

	


	Each student submits the digital report to you: by Friday 12 March 2027 for the 2027 brief
	

	


	Each student signs the Authentication Form P.2 when handing over the report; you and the principal sign it
	

	


	A printed and a digital copy of each report retained by the school authority until the appeals process has been completed
	

	


	The school authority submits the reports through the Schools Portal, as the SEC's circular for the year sets out
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