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Investigation class planner
Start with the completion date, then plan the hours back from it. The NCCA guidelines describe approximately 20 hours across six stages, and the stages need not run in one continuous block.
Your class
	Class
	



	Teacher(s)
	



	Brief (year and topic)
	



	Number of students
	



	Completion date: reports carried out and submitted to you by
	



	Our internal finish date (our suggestion: a week or two before the completion date)
	



	Christmas, mid-term and mock examination weeks
	



	Laboratory sessions booked (dates)
	





This year's facts (the 2027 brief)
The Biology in Practice Investigation is worth 200 marks, 40% of the overall marks for Leaving Certificate Biology. The remaining 300 marks (60%) are for the final written examination.
The 2027 topic: Membranes, Osmosis, Food Preservation.
The coursework must be carried out and submitted to the class teacher by Friday 26 February 2027, and will then be submitted to the SEC.
The conducting of the experiment, and the gathering of the primary data, must be fully completed under the direct supervision of the Biology teacher, in a relevant, safe and supervised setting.
The report is submitted to the SEC. The investigative log is not.
Source: SEC, Leaving Certificate Examination 2027, Biology, Biology in Practice Investigation (the 2027 brief), pages 2, 5 and 6; SEC, Schedule of Examination and Completion Dates 2026/2027.
The six stages
	Stage
	The guidelines' indicative time
	When (weeks or dates)
	Where: class, laboratory or outside class
	Log check-in

	Stage 1: Initial Response to the Investigation Brief
	Approximately 1-2 hours
	


	


	



	Stage 2: Background Research
	Approximately 2-3 hours
	


	


	



	Stage 3: Designing and Planning the Experiment
	Approximately 2-3 hours
	


	


	



	Stage 4: Conducting the Experiment
	The guidelines' example: a laboratory experiment set up, completed and tidied away within approximately a 1-2 hour period
	


	


	



	Stage 5: Data Analysis and Conclusions
	Approximately 1-2 hours
	


	


	



	Stage 6: Finalising the Biology in Practice Investigation Report
	Up to 4 hours
	


	


	





The stages are not a rigid or linear process: students move backwards and forwards between them. Students may begin their work during class time and continue it outside the classroom, as is normal practice, but the experiment and the gathering of primary data happen under your direct supervision. The log check-ins are our suggestion: the guidelines advise that students share their investigative logs with you, for regular check-ins that support authentication.
Experiment sessions
	Session
	Date and time
	Laboratory booked
	Students conducting their experiment
	What the others work on

	Session 1
	



	



	



	




	Session 2
	



	



	



	




	Session 3
	



	



	



	




	Catch-up
	



	



	



	






The guidelines' example: depending on the school context, it may not be feasible to have any more than eight experiments happening at any one time, so three experiment sessions may be needed. Students not involved in an experiment in a session might refine their plan, complete background research or engage in data analysis. Your presence is necessary at all times when experiments are taking place, including the set-up and every reading of an experiment that runs over several days. The SEC's rules have all of the practical work associated with Biology coursework completed in the appropriate setting supervised by the class teacher, so materials tried during planning are tried in the laboratory with you there too. Our suggestions: book the laboratory dates early, and place each student in a session after the check-in on their plan; keep one catch-up session for any student who is absent; and keep set-ups out of students' reach between readings.
To the completion date
	Step
	Date
	Notes

	Each student's data analysis shared with you (Stage 5)
	

	


	A check-in on each student's draft report (Stage 6), to see it develop without correcting it (our suggestion)
	

	


	Reports finalised (Stage 6). Teachers should not engage in corrections of the report for redrafting.
	

	


	Our internal finish date, a week or two before the completion date (our suggestion)
	

	


	Each student converts the report to PDF, prints it and proof-reads it
	

	


	Each student submits the digital report to you: by Friday 26 February 2027 for the 2027 brief
	

	


	Each student signs the Authentication Form P.2 when handing over the report; you and the principal sign it
	

	


	A printed and a digital copy of each report retained by the school authority until the appeals process has been completed
	

	


	The school authority submits the reports through the Schools Portal, as the SEC's circular for the year sets out
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