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CBA class planner
Fix the date of the Subject Learning and Assessment Review (SLAR) meeting first, then plan the investigation back from it. Each investigation takes three weeks.
Your class
	Class
	



	Teacher(s)
	



	Investigation (EEI or SSI)
	



	SLAR meeting date
	



	Provisional descriptors by
	



	CBA completed by
	





This year's arrangements (2026/27)
For students in third year in 2026/27: a minimum of one CBA in science, the school decides whether to run one or two, and there is no Assessment Task.
Second years: CBA 1 can be completed from Monday 19 October 2026 to Friday 30 April 2027; provisional descriptors by Wednesday 12 May 2027; SLAR and final descriptors by Wednesday 19 May 2027.
Third years: CBA 2 has a latest completion date of Friday 9 April 2027; provisional descriptors by 16 April 2027; SLAR and final descriptors by Friday 23 April 2027.
The latest date for third years to complete CBA 1 was May 2026, so a third-year class can complete only the SSI (CBA 2) this year. A third year with no CBA 1 must complete the SSI.
The SLAR meeting should take place no more than a month after the CBA is completed. A third-year SSI completed on 9 April leaves one week before provisional descriptors are due.
Source: NCCA, Revised arrangements for the completion of Classroom-Based Assessments 2026/2027 (May 2026).
The Extended Experimental Investigation (CBA 1)
	Week and dates
	Area of activity
	Together or alone
	Notes

	Week 1:
	A. Questioning and predicting: a research question and a testable hypothesis.
	Individually or in small groups; each student contributes.
	

	Week 1:
	Planning session: hands-on time in the laboratory to plan and refine the design. At the end of it, the Investigation Plan: written alone in a single class period, approved before the investigation goes ahead.
	Hands-on planning individually or in groups; each student writes the plan on their own.
	

	Weeks 1 and 2:
	B. Planning and conducting: the practical work and data collection, about half the time.
	Individually or in groups; each student contributes to the collection of data.
	

	Week 3:
	C. Processing and analysing.
	Each student on their own data.
	

	Week 3:
	D. Reflecting and reporting.
	May reflect together; every student writes their own report.
	



Record any help you give with the design of a dangerous, incomplete or unworkable method, for when you judge. Where a method is good but unworkable or unmanageable for logistical reasons, you may suggest changes, and this should not affect the level awarded.
The activities are not a rigid, linear process: each may be revisited. Remind students about safe working, and follow your school's own safety statement. A report is typically 400 to 600 words, not counting tables, graphs, the reference list and research records; this is a guide, not a rigid requirement.
The Science in Society Investigation (CBA 2)
	Week and dates
	Activity
	Together or alone
	Notes

	
	Initiating research: an issue-based topic and research question, and the sources.
	Each student on their own; small-group discussion encouraged.
	

	
	Evaluating: the reliability and quality of the sources, and the claims and opinions.
	Each student on their own; small-group discussion encouraged.
	

	
	Communicating: the report or poster.
	Every student compiles their own report.
	



A written report is typically 650 to 800 words, not counting the reference list and research notes; a poster may come with a written report of about 400 words. These are guides, not rigid requirements.
After the three weeks
	Step
	Date
	Notes

	Provisional descriptor recorded for each student
	
	

	One sample of work chosen for each descriptor, where feasible
	
	

	SLAR meeting
	
	

	Provisional descriptors adjusted where necessary; final descriptors uploaded
	
	

	Feedback to students: strengths and next steps
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