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CBA class planner
Start with the date of the Subject Learning and Assessment Review (SLAR) meeting, agreed with your colleagues, then plan the CBA back from it. Each geography CBA takes three weeks.
Your class
	Class
	



	Teacher(s)
	



	CBA (Geography in the News or My Geography)
	



	SLAR meeting date
	



	Provisional descriptors by
	



	CBA completed by
	





This year's arrangements (2026/27)
For students in third year in 2026/27: a minimum of one CBA in geography, the school decides whether to run one or two, and there is no Assessment Task.
Second years: CBA 1, Geography in the News, can be completed from Monday 19 October 2026 to Friday 30 April 2027; provisional descriptors by Wednesday 12 May 2027; SLAR and final descriptors by Wednesday 19 May 2027.
Third years: the latest date for completing CBA 1 was May 2026. CBA 2, My Geography, has a latest completion date of Friday 9 April 2027; provisional descriptors by 16 April 2027; SLAR and final descriptors by Friday 23 April 2027.
This year a class does one geography CBA: second years do Geography in the News, and third years can do only My Geography, because CBA 1 closed in May 2026. A third year with no CBA 1 on record must complete My Geography by Friday 9 April 2027.
Third years: Easter Sunday is 28 March 2027, so check where your school's Easter holidays fall before you place the three weeks. If the three weeks end on 9 April, your judging time and the SLAR meeting fit into the two weeks before 23 April.
A CBA is completed within the time its guidelines allocate, three weeks for each geography CBA, and the SLAR meeting should take place no more than a month after the CBA is completed.
Source: NCCA, Revised arrangements for the completion of Classroom-Based Assessments 2026/2027 (May 2026).
Geography in the News (CBA 1)
	Week and dates
	What happens
	Together or alone
	Notes

	Week 1:
	Choosing: each student, pair or group proposes a recent geographical event, as reported in the media, and agrees it with you. Guidance where a proposed event might be controversial or sensitive.
	Individually, in pairs or in groups.
	

	Week 1:
	Asking the key geographical questions: who, what, where, when, how and why. The format of the response agreed with you, and how the finished response will be kept for judging and SLAR (the file, a recording or photographs). The class reads the Features of Quality.
	Individually, in pairs or in groups.
	

	Weeks 1 and 2:
	Researching beyond the first media source: a variety of sources and perspectives, each checked for reliability; an interview where possible.
	Each student notes their own part.
	

	Week 3:
	Interpreting, organising and analysing: the process, pattern or system; the sustainability considerations; why the event is geographically significant.
	Each student notes their own part.
	

	End of Week 3:
	The response is presented.
	Each student's own part is marked.
	



The split of the three weeks is a suggestion; the guidelines give the order of the inquiry. Formats include written (a report or media article), digital (a blog, webpage or slide presentation), visual (a graphic presentation or a display) and audio (a podcast or a voice-over); the list is not exhaustive. In a pair or group, each student notes their own part, for example with a symbol or their initials.
My Geography (CBA 2)
	Week and dates
	What happens
	Together or alone
	Notes

	Week 1:
	Choosing: each student, pair or group proposes a geographical aspect of the local area and agrees it with you. Investigation questions. The format of the response agreed with you, and how the finished response will be kept for judging and SLAR (the file, a recording or photographs). The class reads the Features of Quality.
	Individually, in pairs or in groups.
	

	Week 1:
	Planning the data collection: a wide variety of sources and approaches, including field work. Any field work or trip follows your school's own policies.
	Each student notes their own part.
	

	Week 2:
	Collecting the data, and keeping it (tally sheets, questionnaires, photographs).
	Each student notes their own part.
	

	Week 3:
	Analysis, findings and conclusion.
	Each student notes their own part.
	

	End of Week 3:
	The evaluation and reflection (the guidelines' Appendix A), and the response is completed.
	Every student reflects on their own work.
	



The split of the three weeks is a suggestion. The response provides an introduction to the geographical aspect, investigation questions, data collection, analysis, findings, conclusion, evaluation and reflection, in any format agreed with you, for example a report or journal article, a blog, webpage or slide presentation, a graphic presentation, a poster display or geographical samples from the investigation, or a podcast or a voice-over.
After the three weeks
	Step
	Date
	Notes

	Provisional descriptor noted for each student
	
	

	One sample of work chosen for each descriptor, where feasible
	
	

	SLAR meeting
	
	

	Descriptors adjusted where necessary; final descriptors recorded, shared with the principal and uploaded to the school's reporting system
	
	

	Each student told their descriptor, with feedback on the strengths of their work and areas for improvement
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