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CBA class planner
Start with the date of the Subject Learning and Assessment Review (SLAR) meeting, agreed with your colleagues, then plan the CBA back from it. Business in Action takes a maximum of four weeks; the Presentation a maximum of three weeks.
Your class
	Class
	



	Teacher(s)
	



	CBA (Business in Action or the Presentation)
	



	SLAR meeting date
	



	Provisional descriptors by
	



	CBA completed by
	





This year's arrangements (2026/27)
For students in third year in 2026/27: a minimum of one CBA in Business Studies, the school decides whether to run one or two, and there is no Assessment Task.
Second years: CBA 1, Business in Action, can be completed from Monday 19 October 2026 to Friday 30 April 2027; provisional descriptors by Wednesday 12 May 2027; SLAR and final descriptors by Wednesday 19 May 2027.
Third years: the latest date for completing CBA 1 was May 2026. CBA 2, the Presentation, has a latest completion date of Friday 9 April 2027; provisional descriptors by 16 April 2027; SLAR and final descriptors by Friday 23 April 2027. Each student must complete a minimum of one CBA, so a third year with no CBA 1 descriptor still needs the Presentation, by Friday 9 April 2027.
A CBA is completed within the time its guidelines allocate: a maximum of four weeks for Business in Action and of three weeks for the Presentation. The SLAR meeting should take place no more than a month after the CBA is completed.
Source: NCCA, Revised arrangements for the completion of Classroom-Based Assessments 2026/2027 (May 2026); NCCA, Junior Cycle Business Studies: Guidelines for the Classroom-Based Assessments and Assessment Task (January 2019), printed page 14. Both are linked from Curriculum Online's Business Studies page, under Assessment Guidelines and CBA Revised Arrangements.
Business in Action (CBA 1)
	Week and dates
	Area of activity, and what happens
	Together or alone
	Notes

	Before Week 1:
	The class reads the Features of Quality for Business in Action, and an NCCA annotated example to see what they mean.
	The whole class.
	The guidelines list using the examples to clarify the Features of Quality to students as reasonable support (printed page 13); Curriculum Online says their purpose is to support teachers' professional development, and they are not to be used for any other purpose.

	Week 1:
	Conducting research: the teacher and students decide on the option (Enterprise in Action, Economics in Action or Finance in Action), and students are divided into groups. Each group defines its project idea and brainstorms key words, phrases and information.
	In groups of between three and five students, as the guidelines recommend.
	

	Weeks 1 and 2:
	Conducting research: each student gathers data and information from different sources, field (primary) research and/or desk (secondary) research, and records every source.
	Each student conducts their own research, on the Student Research template.
	

	Week 3:
	Evaluating information: each student examines their own findings, then the group examines all the information gathered. Developing action plans: the group applies its analysis of the findings to an action plan.
	Each student, then the group; the action plan is the group's own work.
	

	Week 4:
	Reporting findings: one project per group, up to 1500 words, with an introduction, evidence of research for each member, the action plan, conclusion and recommendations, and each member's Student Reflection.
	Every student completes their Student Reflection before the project is submitted.
	Enterprise in Action, where possible: early in Week 4 each group provides its product, service, event or activity to its target market and records the inputs and outputs (printed page 17). A group that cannot do this inside the four weeks goes no further than its business plan.



The split of the four weeks is a suggestion; the guidelines give the four areas of activity: conducting research, evaluating information, developing action plans and reporting findings. Any survey, interview or field visit follows your school's own policies. Decide before the four weeks begin where projects will be kept until the SLAR meeting.
The Presentation (CBA 2)
	Week and dates
	Area of activity, and what happens
	Together or alone
	Notes

	Before Week 1:
	The class reads the Features of Quality for the Presentation. Students start thinking about issues, topics, individuals or organisations they want to know more about.
	The whole class.
	

	Week 1:
	Investigating: each student chooses a business-related topic, not their Business in Action, and focuses on one aspect of it. Original investigative work begins, every source recorded.
	Individually; students may collaborate in gathering relevant information.
	

	Week 2:
	Investigating, then reflecting on learning: what the student has learned about the business environment, how they see the world now, and a personal opinion justified from their investigation.
	Individually.
	

	Week 3:
	Communicating: the student practises, then presents orally, in their own words, for up to three minutes including time for engagement with the audience. Each presentation is recorded as it is given, on a school device, because the samples for SLAR are chosen after judging.
	Individually.
	



The split of the three weeks is a suggestion; the guidelines give the three areas of activity: investigating, reflecting on learning and communicating. Any meeting or interview, and any recording, follows your school's own policies: the guidelines ask that school rather than personal devices are used, with cognisance of child protection guidelines and in line with the school's acceptable use and data protection policies.
After the CBA
	Step
	Date
	Notes

	Provisional descriptor noted for each student
	
	

	One sample of work chosen for each descriptor, where feasible
	
	

	SLAR meeting
	
	

	Descriptors adjusted where necessary; final descriptors uploaded to the school's reporting system
	
	

	Each student told their descriptor, with feedback on the strengths of their work and areas for improvement
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